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A Study in the Old Testament 

The Divine focus in the five books of Moses 

Introduction 

The Old Testament is divided into: the five books of Moses, historical books, poetic 

books, and prophetic books. Today we will talk about the five books of Moses. 

The purpose of this study or overview is not to go over some information, but rather to 

view these books through the eyes and mind of the Spirit of God who inspired them.  

What was the mind of the Holy Spirit who inspired the writers of these books?  

Why did He choose some to write historical books while others to write poetic, 

prophetic, or other categories? Why is this diversity? What is the purpose of it? Was it 

possible to only have historical books of Scripture or only prophetic books? Was it 

necessary to have historical books, poetic books, and all the variations? 

Indeed, this was so necessary, not only because of the diversity of the human 

personality, but this is also related to the Person of God.  

The five books of Moses 

These comprise: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  

In discussing these books, we do not want to know what each book is about, but we 

want to understand the divine mind or central stream and idea that links and connects 

these 5 books into one unit. 

The problem is that we usually read and study the books of Scripture in a disconnected 

way, seeing each book or even each chapter as a separate unit.  This disconnection or 

disintegration has become part of our human nature after the fall; everything became 

disconnected for us. This in turn reflects on how we read and study the Scriptures.  

The Holy Spirit is the One who inspired and dictated these books. He surely has one 

connected vision/mind and one purpose which He desired to transfer through the 
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teaching in the Scriptures. Therefore, we need to find out this one vision or central train 

of thought that connects the 5 books of Moses. 

I believe that the link or the pivotal point of these books is the subject of salvation.  

This topic had to be presented in the Old Testament in symbols and shadows in order to 

prepare humanity for the actual manifestation of this truth when Jesus was to be 

incarnated –in the fullness of time.  

How was the topic of salvation communicated in these five books of Scripture? 

The book of Genesis speaks about the beginnings: the beginning of Creation, the 

beginning of the fall, and the beginning of the economy of redemption. The book of 

Exodus speaks about the economy of salvation and solving the problem of sin. Sin is 

destructive; and the solution is getting rid of this destruction. The book of Leviticus is 

about worship. Worshiping God is an important purpose for man. Why is that? And, 

why does worship come at a later stage, why wouldn’t one start to worship God as soon 

as he repents? Why should Exodus come before Leviticus, could it be the other way 

round? We will find some answers to these questions as we carry on with this study. 

The book of Numbers is about the walk/ journey of the redeemed people with God. 

The book of Deuteronomy is a point of revision or a pause to review and reflect on 

the journey.  

These are the main titles that we can give to each of these books. 

If we want to put these titles in one word or phrase that concisely describes each of the 

five books, we can say:  

Genesis is the book of the beginnings. Exodus is the book of salvation and solving the 

problem. Leviticus is the book of worship. Numbers is the book of walking with God. 

Deuteronomy is the book of coming to a point of revision.  

What are these titles of each book?  

They are actually the necessities or the requirements of the spiritual life in its complete 

picture, according to the measure that the Holy Spirit presented to the Old Testament 

man who was still unable to perceive many of the divine truths and the Holy Spirit was 

still teaching him. 
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Again, I say: the first five books of Scripture are complete/holistic signs or landmarks on 

the spiritual path –to the extent that if we (the people of the New Testament) 

understand the spirit of these books, we can perceive and discover the complete 

spiritual path.  

How is that? 

The book of Genesis tells me about the beginning of my relationship with God: how to 

see and perceive this relationship; how to view myself in God’s light; and how to 

perceive God’s love for me.  After seeing myself in God’s light and perceiving His love for 

me, the next step would be to encounter Jesus at the Cross. This is Exodus. It is the book 

of the Cross in the Old Testament. After seeing Jesus and encountering Him at the Cross, 

the next step would be to learn to worship God and have a living steadfast relationship 

with Him; and this is the book of Leviticus. When I begin to have a fellowship with God, 

God will tell me ‘follow Me’. Therefore, I will need to learn to walk with God; this is the 

book of Numbers. When I walk with God, I will need to learn that from time to time, I 

need to pause and revise; this is the book of Deuteronomy.  

This is the spirit of these books and the unchanging mind of God. The Holy Spirit 

presented it to man as one complete subject in the form of symbols and shadows in the 

Old Testament; and then the Holy Spirit repeated them as living truths in the New 

Testament.  

The Holy Spirit has one unchanging mind towards humanity because He is unchanging 

and He never presents disconnected or dispersed ideas. He is also not rigid –not like 

how we look at the books of Scripture in a rigid way saying this book is about so and so 

and the other book is about such and such matter. He is alive and interactive, having a 

united and connected mind. He sometimes presents His mind or ideas in the form of 

shadows and at other times in the form of truths; one time in the form of symbols, then 

in the form of the symbolised for when the symbols end.  

 Genesis 

The book of Genesis consists of 50 chapters. The first 2 chapters talk about creation or 

in fact, the beginning of creation.  
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You may here ask: ‘What if the fall had not happened? Would there have been further talk 

about creation? Wasn’t everything about creation already mentioned in 2 chapters? Why 

are you telling us that this is the beginning of creation? Isn’t this the whole story of 

creation?’  

In answer to this, I say: ‘Don’t you think that God could have written a whole book of 

Scripture about Creation?’  

Yes, of course, He could have.  

If the fall had not happened, there would have been so much to be said about how to live 

with God and discover His purposes, His plans and His will. However, when the fall took 

place, it was as though the fall stopped the pen of the writer. As if God’s conversation 

with man stopped in order to first solve the problem that occurred and then He can 

resume the conversation.  

This is similar to a boy who as he grows up, his father starts to talk to him about his 

future and which university to go to and what he would like to do or work. Yet, all of a 

sudden this boy suffers a serious illness, had high fever and had to rest in bed. The boy 

may then try to resume the conversation with his father; however, the father will not be 

able to continue talking with his son about these matters while the boy is ill with high 

fever and not able to concentrate or absorb what is being said. The father will have to 

wait until his son recovers. This is just a simply illustration to help us understand what 

happened with man. 

God created man, granted him everything, and started a dialogue with him. God started 

to explain to man that he can eat of this tree but not eat from that one, and so on. God 

spent time talking with man; it was a conversation of love. We do not know how long 

this took. It might have taken weeks or months or more. Yet, we know that there was a 

love relationship between God and man and in this kind of relationship there was a 

continuous dialogue.  

Then, one day God went to Adam and told him: ‘I have a mission for you. There is an 

important role that I want you to carry out. I want you to name all the creatures.’  

Why wouldn’t God name them Himself?  
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Actually, God wanted Adam to take part in this matter to carry out his full responsibility 

and role –since Adam was created to be master and prince over the earth: ‘You have 

made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under 

his feet’ (Psalm 8: 6). God gave Adam dominion over all the earth and have put all things 

in subjection under his feet –as we read in Genesis 2, Psalm 8, and Hebrews 2. 

So Adam said: ‘Okay, Lord, I will do so; but, how can I name the creatures?’ 

God said: ‘I will show you and teach you. Look at this creature. I created this creature for a 

certain purpose.’ 

Each of God’s creation was created for a purpose. The lion, for example, was created for 

a specific role; and so, God gave it its big size, its loud roaring voice, and all its 

characteristics to be able to carry out this particular role that it was created for.  

So, God started to explain to Adam. Adam started to understand and perceive the 

purpose of creation and he chose for each creature a name that suited its role. Probably 

this process of naming the creatures took weeks and months. It must have been full of 

discoveries, adventures, mutual understanding, sweet fellowship with God, and great 

joy and delight as Adam was perceiving God’s purposes and carrying out his role and 

responsibility in these purposes.  

Adam was working in partnership with God. God was telling Adam: ‘I created this 

creature for such and such a purpose. Now, you, Adam, need to understand this purpose 

and name it accordingly.’ It was a partnership. God created the creatures, but it was 

Adam who gave them names and was granted to have dominion over all the creatures. It 

was a delightful relationship between Adam and God.  

After naming the animals, we come to the next step which was the creation of Eve. After 

Eve was created, God was about to speak with Adam about the mystery of the unity with 

Eve, the bridal mystery, the mystery of Christ and the Church.  

Here, you may wonder how the mystery of Christ and the Church was present before 

the fall. In fact, in Ephesians 5 when Paul speaks about this topic, he quotes Genesis 2. 

This means that before the fall God had this purpose of bridal unity between Creation 

and the Creating spoken Word –because God created us through the Son, the Word. God 
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had a great plan for a bridal unity between us and Christ; yet, we do not know how this 

unity would have been without the fall. 

God created the woman and asked Adam to give her a name. Adam named her Eve and 

then God told Adam that they will become one flesh and that she is bone of his bones 

and flesh of his flesh. This means that they are one; there is unity. Is this unity on the 

level of the flesh only? This would be impossible because we are created in God’s image. 

It is a unity between man and the divine Person of the Trinity who helps humanity to 

see God. The Person of the Son is the Person of the Trinity who is responsible to present 

to humanity the image of God.  

Humanity is material because it was created inside the matter and is surrounded by a 

material cover which is the flesh. Therefore, creation needed to be given something by 

which it can understand God, an image of God. The Person of the Son is the image of 

God, as we read in Colossians1 and Hebrews2. There should be a unity between the 

origin and the image. We are created in the image of God. Who is the image of God? The 

Son is the image of God as clearly stated in Colossians and Hebrews. 

We all know that we are created in the image of God, but we hardly think what this 

means or signifies. For us, it simply means that God is the origin and we are the image. 

However, in the bible, there is a term called ‘the image of God’. The Son is the image of 

God. This means we are created in the image of the Son. Why is that? It is because we 

should unite with Him. How can this unity be? We do not know how it should have been 

before the fall, but we all know how this unity can be after the fall. 

Now, we go back to the relationship between Adam and God. There were conversations 

between them. There were plans. First, there was the naming of the creatures and then 

the creation of Eve and naming her. Then the conversation about the bridal marital 

unity was starting. However, at this point a problem happened. 

Before that, Adam used to hear the voice of God in the Garden, drawing near him and 

they would converse together with joy. There was a true fellowship. This should have 

continued and progressed according to a great and wonderful plan if the fall had not 

                                                           
1 Colossians 1:15 
2 Hebrews 1:3 
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happened. Then God was just about starting to talk to Adam about how he and Eve 

should become one3.  

Genesis 2 ended with the start of this topic of unity, but Genesis 3 opened with the fall. 

This means that there was this conversation between Genesis 2 and 3. If the fall had not 

happened, God would have continued the talk with Adam and would have told him what 

would be beyond this point.  

As the conversation was taking place between God and Adam about this great matter 

that would have led to true transfiguration, the temptation of the serpent came and 

interrupted the continuation of this topic. The enemy, the old serpent, sensed that Adam 

was at the doorstep of entering into an understanding of great matters. The envy of the 

enemy wanted to break the chain at a crucial point that was about to make Adam enter 

into a great mystery, the mystery of marital unity with God.  The enemy could not bear 

this and so he came with his cunning trick and deceit. 

On the next visit, when God came to continue the conversation with Adam, the fall had 

already happened. This stopped the beginnings. That is why Genesis is the book of the 

beginnings. There was more talk that was to take place between God and His creation; 

yet, this was interrupted and it stopped. 

Adam was going to learn many things about how to converse with creation. King 

Solomon learned some of the things4 that Adam should have learned. When Adam 

stopped learning and the conversation was interrupted, God distributed the mysteries 

that Adam should have learned to different generations.  

Now we come to the topic of the fall. The beginning of the fall starts in chapter 3. Does 

the fall also have a beginning? Didn’t it happen and was done? Isn’t it only: the deceit, 

the fall, and the result; and that is all? 

No, that is not all; there was actually a continuation to the story of the fall. 

How? 

                                                           
3 Actually, Paul made us understand the reference to this kind of unity mentioned in Genesis because Paul 
usually connects things in an amazing way. Paul was highlighting that a conversation about this kind of unity 
was taking place. 
4 1 Kings 4:32, 33 
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In the creation, God called man to understand His mysteries which are related to 

creation and even to partake in naming the creatures and understand God’s will. 

Similarly, in the fall it was important that man would understand his enemy, understand 

what happened, and understand the economy of the enemy and how to overcome this 

economy.  

Yet, again God could not continue the plan. He started and stopped for the second time. 

The Holy Spirit began to relate the story of the fall; yet, He again had to stop at its 

beginnings.  

Why?  

It is because the Holy Spirit wanted to reveal to man all the plans of the enemy who had 

caused him to fall and tortured him. Yet, at this point man was unable to understand 

more than that. Later he will be able to understand about his enemy. A time will come 

when this enemy will be publically exposed and defeated in a battle at the Cross in the 

fullness of time.  

In the fullness of times, the beginnings will be completed; the stories will be continued 

and completed. Creation will understand many things in Christ. The fall will be fully 

dealt with when the full redemption will be manifested5. 

The Cross and the Resurrection are the continuation of the beginnings that started in 

Genesis.  

The story of creation started and then it suddenly stopped. The problem was not that 

man was not able to understand or that God did not want to speak, but an enemy had 

entered and so man suddenly fell ill; it is a spiritual sickness; it is the wound of sin.  

The story of the fall also started and stopped because man’s mind became darkened and 

so he would not be able to understand his enemy except after a long time, after man 

enters into several battles with his enemy and starts to discover the gaps of this enemy, 

his cunningness, and his purposes. When man gets humiliated by slavery and cries out 

because of the slavery, he will start to understand the enemy. Therefore, the story of the 

fall started, but God, the Holy Spirit, stopped again and started a new story: the story of 

                                                           
5 Romans 8:19 – 23  
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redemption. This was not only because man was not able to understand more about the 

enemy, but this was also out of God’s compassion and tenderness towards man because 

an ill person does not desire to hear about the illness but would rather hear about the 

treatment and healing.  

The Holy Spirit started to talk to man about the treatment and the healing which is: the 

Redemption. In the last part of Genesis 3, the Scriptures talk about God making tunics of 

skin and clothing Adam and Eve. We also read that the offspring of the woman shall 

strike the head of the serpent. The economy of redemption started straight away in this 

chapter, immediately after the fall. 

In the following chapters, the economy of redemption moves in the following steps: 

God decided to heal and save the land. He decided to do this healing through a specific 

plan. What was this plan?  

God looked at this ill humanity and He commanded that humanity would multiply and 

increase despite its illness.  

However, it was necessary to cleanse some of the evil that was surrounding man so that 

he can multiply and extend. This was the first step in God’s plan. He cleansed the land 

with the flood and then told Noah and his descendants to multiply and fill the earth. 

They extended to the four corners of the earth and for the first time the earth was filled. 

At the beginning, Adam was in the Garden of Eden, only in the East.  

This was originally God’s plan had the fall not happened; God intended to fill the whole 

earth with man. Even when the fall happened, God continued with the plan of filling the 

earth. This is because though the enemy may take man by surprise and enter, the enemy 

cannot frustrate or abort the plans of God. 

Therefore, God’s plans continued. He first made a primary cleansing of the land by the 

flood and then He moved humanity forward; and so, man filled the earth –despite the 

illness of sin that was within man.  

This illness is a general paralysis that afflicted the main elements of main: his 

personality which comprises his mind, his emotions, and his will. As a result, his mind 

became dark and unable to understand the purposes of God; his emotions became dull, 
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self-centred and selfish; and his will became paralysed: ‘for I do not do the good I want, 

but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing’ (Romans 7: 19). This is what sin has 

done; it marred and destroyed man’s personality, his whole being.  

This is our problem today. We are supposed to be a redeemed people; we were born 

again from above; we were granted the abilities and potentials of grace; yet, they are 

hidden or buried inside us, waiting to be released.  

When we repent, the Holy Spirit starts to work in us destroying the darkness of the 

mind; and hence, the light of God comes and illuminates man’s mind. As a result, man 

starts to understand the Person of God, the economy of God, the purposes of God and 

the plans of God for his life. The Holy Spirit also works in man’s emotions; and so man 

stops being selfish and self-centred but rather starts to think of others and would be 

ready to sacrifice himself for their sakes, even to the point of death, following in the 

footsteps of the One who died for his sake. The Holy Spirit works in man’s will; and so 

man stops being constantly paralysed, frustrated, sad, depressed, cast down, and having 

no clear or defined purposes. Instead man finds that his will has become girded by the 

Spirit and so he can see his aims and move towards them. He may stumble; yet, he rises 

up again. He may deviate from the aim; yet, he is restored. He may stop or tarry a little; 

yet, he presses on and continues the walk, making up for what he has wasted. He 

continues until he fulfils the purposes and carries out what he was created for; and 

hence would be able to say: ‘For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come 

into the world’ (John 18: 37). This person would then hear the words: ‘enter into the joy 

of your master’ (Matthew 25: 23); enter into your rest. This is because he laboured and 

can now rest. But if one did not labour, what rest would he need?  

Now we go back to what we were saying. Man multiplied and filled the earth; yet, he had 

an illness inside. His mind was still darkened; his emotions were dull; and his will was 

paralysed.  

What would God do?  

This humanity that had filled the earth could not be all visited in one go. Therefore, God 

took a sector of humanity to deal with it and then this sector can spread and extend 

God’s work to the rest of humanity. 
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This brings us to Genesis 12.  

From Genesis 3 to 12, we see how God released humanity to fill the earth after cleansing 

the land. God then decided to choose a small nation and disciple them very closely, draw 

them near to Him, teach them, and be present in their midst. When this sector of people 

is transformed, they can change the face of the earth and change the other nations, 

allowing the work of God to extend to all the earth –through this sector. 

Therefore, God chose Abraham. Abraham was the best man found on the earth at that 

time. God made him a nation6 formed of his own family, Sarah. The nation that God 

chose started with bareness as a manifestation or personification of the sin of man. 

Then a descendant came, in whom ‘the earth shall be blessed’. This was a manifestation 

or a personification of the greatness of God’s solution.  

 Exodus 

Being freed from the slavery in Egypt refers to the release from the slavery of the 

enemy, when we follow Christ. 

Sometimes we try to do things the other way round. We keep praying: ‘Lord, release me, 

release me’.  We then start to move while being tied; therefore, we move one or two 

steps and then find that the chords that tie us keep pulling us back.  We need to look at 

Jesus as the Liberator and Deliverer who tears these chords; and then we can move in 

the land of repentance and come out. We often say: ‘Lord I hate this sin and I do not want 

it anymore’; yet after one or two days, we find that we are being pulled again; we are 

tied and bound.   

Therefore, liberation and freedom should come before moving. When we are freed of the 

bonds of slavery, we will move out of the land of slavery.  

Exodus 12 to 24 speaks about the lamb of the Passover:  they slaughtered the lamb, 

sprinkled the blood, and then Moses told the people to go out of Egypt.  

When the blood was sprinkled, the people were liberated from slavery.  When the blood 

was sprinkled, somehow Pharaoh lost his authority over the people. Before that, he 

insisted that no one would leave; and then, he negotiated who could leave and who 

                                                           
6 Isaiah 51:2 
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should stay. The same happens with us in our spiritual walk. One may say: ‘Lord, I want 

to repent, leave my sins and follow You’. Then, the devil comes and tells this person: 

‘don’t do it all at once, let us discuss and negotiate’. However, Moses did not do so; he told 

Pharaoh: not a ‘hoof shall be left behind’; we will all go; there is no negotiation at all in 

this matter.  

Pharaoh continued to resist the going out of the people until this renowned night. He 

never understood the mystery of this night. Yet, something made him lose his authority 

over the people; and that was: blood sprinkled on the doors. The result of that was that 

he lost his authority over the people and Pharaoh himself and his people became struck 

with destruction and perishing. 

When the blood of the Lamb is sprinkled on us by faith and when we look unto Christ as 

our Liberator, the enemy who had bound us will perish because he will be faced by the 

Cross by which he was exposed. When I unite with the Crucified Christ, He frees me; and 

the enemy witnesses his defeat in the Cross; and hence his authority over me ends. After 

that I can be unbound, liberated, and take decisions for my own life.  

After going out of Egypt, the people crossed the Red Sea and entered the wilderness. 

They moved out of the land of their slavery and they were singing and praising with joy 

as Pharaoh was no more there. Not only this, but they had also seen with their own eyes 

that Pharaoh and his chariots had sunk in the sea. Therefore, none of them would feel 

threatened by Pharaoh after that moment. Therefore, they went out singing joyfully.  

It did not cross the minds of the people that though they got rid of Pharaoh, they were to 

face Amalek7 and other things in their journey.  

Similarly, in our spiritual walk, after being freed from the slavery of the devil (Pharaoh), 

one can face Amalek. 

The people moved forward in their journey for some time; they ate the Manna and 

became a redeemed people –after crossing the Red sea and being freed. Before that they 

were the people of God; but now they became the redeemed people of God.  

The redeemed people feed on the Manna and drink water from the rock8.  

                                                           
7 Exodus 17:8 
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The redeemed people know how to be nourished by the word of God and be led by the Holy 

Spirit, the living water.  

The redeemed people can walk in the wilderness and find rocks that yield water.  

The redeemed can find food in the wilderness9 and know how to move in the direction of 

the goal or aim.  

At this point, the book of Scripture suddenly stops, and starts to tell us about another 

topic which is the topic of worship. 

Therefore Exodus 1 – 24 is about salvation. Exodus 25 until the end of the book of 

Leviticus is about worship. Exodus 25 – 40 speaks about the tabernacle, the house 

where worship will take place: its description and establishing it. Leviticus 1 – 27 

speaks about the ways of worship and the purposes of worship. 

After crossing the Red Sea, God made the people of Israel His own people, a redeemed 

people. The first thing He did with them next was to teach them how to worship.  

God told Moses to say to Pharaoh: ‘Let My people go, that they may worship Me in the 

wilderness’. God wanted the people to worship Him in order to enter into fellowship 

with Him.  

God invites us to enter into a fellowship which is fulfilling and satisfying; it satisfies us 

and it also satisfies the heart of God –through a divine mystery which we cannot fully 

comprehend. God had indeed created us so that we can have a fellowship which fulfils 

and satisfies both the Creation and the Creator10. 

Therefore, after speaking about the people who were redeemed, the book of Exodus 

speaks about worship immediately after. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
8 1 Corinthians 10:4 
9 Psalm 81:16 
10 Proverbs 8:31 
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There are 3 main points in relation to worship: 

A. Having a place for worship (Exodus 25 – 40)  

Exodus 25 – 40 talks about the tabernacle as a place for worship. There is a lot of 

description of the tabernacle which include many symbols that refer to Christ, to the 

Church, and each member of the Church.  

However, we are not talking about the details here. Our point of focus is about worship 

itself.  

God wanted to teach His people to worship; and so the first important step was to 

establish a place for worship, so that the people could come together to a place and 

meet the Lord. They were still a fleshly people, who are material in their thinking, and 

they were still in the process of learning; and so they needed to see a place where they 

can go to in order to worship God. Hence, the tabernacle was built.  

The next important point of worship starts in the following book of Scripture which is 

Leviticus. 

 Leviticus 

 

B. Worship is on the basis of sacrifice (Leviticus 1 – 10)  

This is the second point in worship. 

When man stands to worship God, he needs to remember that the fall had separated 

him from God; yet, the sacrifices open the way: ‘without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness of sins’ (Hebrews 9: 22). 

Worship is a fellowship and a communion between man and God. This communion 

which was cut or separated by the fall can be reconnected and reunited through the 

sacrifices which refer to the sacrifice of Christ, in the fullness of time.  

Leviticus chapters 1 – 10 speak about the different kinds of sacrifices. There are 5 kinds 

of sacrifices: the burnt offering, the grain offering, the sin offering, the peace offering, 

and the trespass offering. These sacrifices refer to the work of Christ which He will later 

complete on the Cross.  



 

 copyright © www.ShineInternational.org / All rights reserved| Page 15 of 29 
 

Thus, the second important point in worship is that the fellowship between man and 

God can be resorted on the basis of sacrifice. In the New Testament, this basis is the 

Cross and its work.  

C. Worship requires a holy life because we worship God, the holy (Leviticus 

11 – 27)  

Because God is holy, we should be holy; if we desire to have fellowship with Him, we 

need to walk just as He walked; to be holy as He is holy. This verse is repeated 

numerously in this part of Leviticus and it is later quoted by Apostle Peter: ‘Be holy, for I 

am holy’ (1Peter 1: 16). 

To sum up the idea about worship, we can say: 

The worship which God was teaching His people and laying its very first foundations in 

Exodus 25 – Leviticus 27 consists of 3 main points:  

o Establishing a place of worship which is the tabernacle 

o Worship is a connection with God; this connection which was cut off by the fall is 

restored on the basis of sacrifice. 

o When worship is restored, its purpose is to make man holy. It transfers the 

holiness of God to man; hence, man becomes holy and walks in holiness. 

Therefore starting from Leviticus 11 and the chapters that follow, there are many 

commandments where God tells the people to eat this and not eat that or to do this and 

not do that. The idea is not about the kind of food, but God was telling them not to eat of 

these things because the other nations eat them and they should not be like them. Also 

He was telling them not to do certain things like wailing over the dead because these 

were the customs of the nations who are not holy.  

God wanted to tell His people: ‘you are a separate people, a holy people, a people set 

apart for me; therefore, you should be different from the other nations; do not follow their 

customs because they worship idols and their idols make them follow earthly corrupt 

customs.  You are a heavenly people; therefore, walk in the heavenly and holy customs.’ 

This is the focal point that links the part starting from Exodus 25 until the end of 

Leviticus: worship and the 3 main points discussed above in relation to worship. 
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 Numbers 

The book of Numbers speaks about: walking with God. 

It is a linked chain of sequential steps starting from Genesis up to this point:  

The people, who were living in sin and who learned the very first lessons about the 

illness of sin and the slavery of the enemy, sought salvation.  

They crossed the sea of salvation, the Red Sea, and became a redeemed people.  

The first purpose of a redeemed people is to worship God. Therefore, a place of worship 

was established.  

Then, they learned the basis on which worship is founded and they also learned the 

purpose of worship.  

What should happen next? 

The redeemed worshipping people should move towards certain purposes. They need 

to discover their purposes.  

What was their purpose?  

It was: entering the Land of Promise. 

How can they reach it? 

They need to move towards it. 

How can this be done?  

It is by ‘walking with God’. 

This applies also to our spiritual life. After repenting and being redeemed, we learn to 

worship God, have fellowship with Him, and walk in holiness. Is that all for the rest of 

our lives?  In fact, sometimes some stop at this point and thus life becomes boring and 

static; they just go to church and pray and that is all.  

What’s more?  
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There is another important purpose after that. Worship makes me holy and I should 

then be led into discovering the purpose of my existence, my role. What does God want 

to lead me to? He wants to lead me to a certain Land of Promise in my life. Each one of 

us has a special land of Promise; it is the land where one finds his mission, message, role 

and the purposes that he should fulfil. How can this happen? It happens by walking with 

God. Therefore, I need to learn how to walk with God because it is not possible for 

anyone to walk towards the purposes without the accompaniment of God. This is 

because God is the One who shows me the purposes and He is also the One who drives 

me forward towards the purposes.  

Therefore, the book of Numbers follows after all the previous steps and it is the book 

that teaches us how to walk with God.  

This book talks about the walk and the journey of the people in the wilderness. This was 

the most difficult stage where at times the people were in weakness and at other time in 

strength; at times in sin and at other times in repentance. God was teaching them how 

to walk with Him –exactly like any mother who teaches her child to walk. At times, the 

child falls and then gets up; at times he refuses to walk and at other times he tries; at 

times he cries; and so on throughout the process of learning.  

The spiritual walk is also a learning experience where God teaches us how to walk with 

Him. Along the walk, there can be fluctuation, acceleration, deceleration, and deviation. 

Yet, God continues to drive the decelerations forward; control the accelerations; and 

straighten the deviations in order to help us reach the goal. This is the walk with God; 

the subject matter of the book of Numbers. 

Walking with God means that I discover the things that help me move forward with Him 

and the things that hinder me from moving. When I learn these things, I will be able to 

walk appropriately with God.  These things can help anyone, even in the New 

Testament, because the principles are the same. 

In fact, the book of Numbers tells us about 10 things that encourage us in our walk with 

God and 10 other things that hinder us. We will not be able to mention all of them here, 

but we will only highlight some examples. 
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What are the things that can hinder one in his walk with God as highlighted in the 

book of Numbers? 

o The call of the old sins:  

As soon as the people started their walk and journey, they remembered and longed for 

the leek and garlic which they ate in Egypt. 

o Losing the divine guidance: 

They did not obey God and so the pillar of cloud disappeared; as a result, the people 

started to go round and round and they lost the way. 

o The presence of biting serpents on earth 

This means that the enemy can come in a deceptive way and bite; this usually happens 

at night because the serpents are active at night. Does this mean that it is safe during 

day time? No, it is not, for during the day there is the burning sun. In the morning, the 

people cried because of the burning sun and at night they cried because of the biting 

serpents. 

This means that the devil resists and hinders man’s walk using two different ways: 

hidden temptations (in a cunning and deceptive manner) and worldly enticements. The 

book of Numbers teaches us how to discern these temptations and how to take heed of 

them. 

o Divisions 

Each one of the people wanted to be a leader; yet the bible talks about submission and 

that God resists division. 

To sum up, the book of Numbers includes many spiritual principles related to our walk 

with God: what enhances the walk and what hinders it; how to be careful of the 

hindrances and how to benefit from the things which enhance the walk; and if we 

stumble how to get up and continue walking. 

This book is very distinct because it speaks about 2 censuses that took place. Because of 

this, it is called the book of Numbers. Moses numbered the people once at the beginning 

of the journey and another time at the end of the journey. God’s judgement came when 
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the people did not obey and many of them died in the wilderness. Therefore, they 

counted them at the beginning and also counted them again at the end. 

Not only does this book comprise 2 censuses, but it also comprises 2 mountains. The 

people started the journey at Mount Horeb and ended at Mount Seir.  

There are also 2 well-known phrases in this book: one was said at the first mountain 

and the other was said at the second mountain. At Mount Horeb, God told the people: 

‘You have dwelt long enough at this mountain’; and at Mount Seir, God told them: ‘You 

have skirted this mountain long enough’.  This is usually man’s problem; he either does 

not move at all or he moves in vicious circles. One can get very enthusiastic, but without 

any divine guidance, and he just keeps moving. Yet because this moving is based on his 

ideas, after some time, he gets exhausted and stops. Then he gets enthusiastic again and 

starts to do some things that are not so proper and then stops again; and so on. 

Therefore, God tells man: enough dwelling too long and enough skirting; you need to 

learn the balanced and controlled steps which are based on the divine guidance. 

After man repents, becomes a redeemed person, and learns to worship, the biggest 

problem that faces him after that is: how to walk with God. This is because man is 

usually either rushing or lax; he either stops and does nothing or gets too enthusiastic 

and moves away from the purpose as he follows his own ideas. Yet, the need is to learn 

the balanced walk that is under the divine guidance.  

When the spiritual person learns this matter, the problem of boredom in his life is 

solved and also his struggle is solved. This is because boredom or being lukewarm is 

due to two things: the first is the point we have just refereed to which is the fluctuation 

that results from not learning to walk a balanced walk with God under the divine 

guidance. The second is if one has no purpose. This happens when one does not 

discover that he has a mission and a role; and so he just prays, repents and reads the 

bible and that’s all in his spiritual life. One’s role revives the person and satisfies his 

being; it makes him happy; it makes him feel that he is important and that God has 

created him for a purpose; it makes him feel that he has a responsibility. According to 

psychologists, the responsibility revives and enriches the personality11.  

                                                           
11 Responsibility is the ‘vitamin’ of personality, a known saying in books of psychology. 



 

 copyright © www.ShineInternational.org / All rights reserved| Page 20 of 29 
 

If I have responsibilities, this changes my whole life and my daily programs; it changes 

my way of thinking and how I deal with others. But, if I feel that I am of no value and 

have no responsibilities, I will wither from within and feel that I am lost. 

Therefore, as this book of scripture tells us, if the redeemed person who learned to 

worship God stops only at the level of worship, he will suffer. 

As mentioned above, there are two problems that cause one to be lukewarm: either that 

he fluctuates up and down because he did not learn to walk a balanced controlled walk 

under the divine guidance; or because he is lost as he has no purpose and does not 

know the reason of his existence; he does not know what God wants of him; he already 

knows God but he does not know what next.  

Knowing the purpose and learning the right balanced walk under the divine guidance 

allow man to achieve his goal and complete the divine purposes that are requested of 

him. At this point this person can say, as Jesus said: ‘I have finished the work which You 

have given Me to do’ (John 17: 4). This person would then hear the words telling him: 

‘enter into the joy of your lord’ (Matthew 25: 23). It will then be his right to enter into the 

rest. Yet, how can one who has not laboured enter into the rest! How can we enjoy the 

divine rest if we do not take part in the divine labour! God wants us to labour and He 

will labour with us through the Holy Spirit. We do not carry out our role alone; but, the 

Holy Spirit does it in us. The Holy Spirit is the One who accomplishes everything; yet, He 

needs our hands, our feet, and our minds so that He can work through them. He wants a 

human body because we live in a material world. Therefore, when we take part in the 

divine labour, we also take part in the divine rest. 

To sum up, the book of Numbers is the book of the walk of God’s people and learning 

how to walk with God. There are also 2 censuses in this book. The book is between 2 

mountains and has 2 main phrases. Between the two mountains and the two phrases is 

the walk or journey with its hindrances and also the things that enhance the walk with 

God. This is the book of Numbers, in short.  
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 Deuteronomy 

Deuteronomy means ‘another time’.  

It includes several sermons that Moses gave to the people in the wilderness at the end of 

the journey.   

After walking 40 years in the wilderness, there were many experiences and memories 

that took place during these years; some of which were painful and some were 

wonderful. During these years, they also received many things from God; God spoke to 

them about different things at different occasions. Moses, being the leader of the people, 

wanted to sum up all these things and remind the people of them. Therefore, at the end 

of the journey, Moses told them that this was a time to pause to revise and reflect; we 

will revise everything. 

As the people of God, we also need to learn to come to times when we pause and revise 

all the things that God had taught us. 

Moses started to tell the people: ‘do you remember when we were at Horeb and God 

told us so and so…’ He started to remind the people of all God’s statutes and he brought 

them all together before the people.  

He also started to remind them of their areas of weakness: ‘do you remember when you 

did such and such thing; you need to remember not to do this again’.  

He also reminded them of the positive and encouraging things and the divine 

providence: ‘do you remember when God gave you the manna…do you remember when 

you were thirsty and God brought water out of the rock several times…’  

This was the pause to revise and reflect. It is a very important thing in the spiritual walk 

of those who want to reach the goals and who want to grow spiritually. It is a time 

where one pauses for some quiet moments before God, revising and reflecting on the 

things that God had taught him, his own mistakes, and the good things that God did for 

him. By this, one can grow in knowing God, knowing the ways of God, and keeping the 

commandments of God. As a result, one can learn more and more the balanced, correct 

and calm walk. One then becomes more steadfast, less deceived by the devil, more 

discerning, knows the Person of God more, grows in grace, and moves more towards 
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fulfilling the purposes and reaching the goals and roles required of him –as one who has 

a responsibility and role in the Kingdom of God. 

This brings us to the end of the 5 books of Moses.   

To review and sum up the 5 book together, we can say: 

These books speak about actual things that happened in the days of Moses. They are 

historical truths that comprise within them eternal truths –though in the form of 

shadows and symbols. Every event that took place at that time was an actual event and 

at the same time it is a symbol for something eternal. Everything that happened in the 

days of Moses refers to the people of God at that time; yet, it also refers to God’s dealings 

with all His people to eternity. There was a true deliverance from the slavery of 

Pharaoh; yet, this also refers to the true deliverance from the slavery of the devil.  

God taught the people about the problem which took place and that is: the fall; the 

illness which is: sin; the enslaving master, the devil. God then led the people to cross the 

sea of redemption, the Red Sea. The book of Genesis ends with the establishment of a 

nation: Abraham, and the formation of a people. This people went to Egypt. Then, there 

was a famine; the people spent many hard years before they began to cry out to the 

Lord; and so, Moses was sent to them and he brought the people out of slavery.  

After coming out of the slavery of Egypt, this people started to learn to worship of God. 

The tabernacle was established; the sacrifices were offered; holiness was requested. 

The people then started to learn to walk with God and learn about reaching the goals 

(the book of Numbers). This was followed by a pause to review and reflect so that the 

people would learn to do so in their walk with God. In fact, the people did this revision 

again more than once.  

The book of Joshua follows after the 5 books of Moses. It is a book that is linked to the 5 

books of Moses to a great extent. 

 Joshua 

The book of Joshua is the book of the actual entrance into the Land of Promise; the 

actual entrance into the goals and purposes. Yet, there are also some further important 

truths that are highlighted in this book and that is:  
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Before reaching the goals, there are hindrances.  

The people faced: 

o The River Jordan   

o The wall of Jericho 

The first hindrance, the River Jordan, refers to the necessity of dying. In order to enter 

the Land of Promise, one needs to go into the river. The River Jordan refers to dying 

with Christ, as Jesus went into the River Jordan.  

The second hindrance, the wall of Jericho, refers to the necessity of having faith. 

After completing the long journey in the wilderness and learning many lessons, the 

people realised that they came to their goal. However, they immediately realised that 

they will not enter the land of Promise, their goal, straight away because there are 2 big 

problems, a river and a wall, facing them; the 2 problems were in the way between them 

and the land.  

The river and the wall are the barriers that we face that hinder us from reaching the 

goal, after having completed the journey in the wilderness.  

Each one of us has his own wilderness where he walks and where God teaches him 

lessons; one falls and rises; one learns to pause for revision and reflection; and so on 

until one reaches the outskirts of his land of promise. It is the land of rest, the land of 

riches, the land of blessing, the land of witnessing God’s hand, the land of honour which 

God grants to man, the land of reaching the goals, and a land flowing with milk and 

honey. In other words, reaching this land means reaching a state of spiritual 

steadfastness and manhood and also reaching the goals, that is, a state of realising one’s 

role and carrying it out. At this point one is blessed and also blesses others, as God told 

Abraham: ‘I will bless you…and you shall be a blessing’ (Genesis 12: 2).  

However, before actually entering into the land of rest, one faces some hindrances. The 

bible tells us about 2 main hindrances which comprise 2 important lessons.  
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The river indicates that in order to enter into the true rest12, I need to learn to die 

completely to my ego and be dead to everything related to the self: my passions and 

desires, my views, my ambitions, and my inclinations become no more important. God is 

the One who is important and what I care about; I trust Him; and I trust that His plan for 

my life will satisfy all my ambitions and beyond; I trust that His will is perfect and good. 

This is actually not easy because there will be times when one will have a conflict 

between his views, according to what he thinks should be, and God’s views, according to 

what one senses in his spirit as to what God would want in such situation. There can be 

different kinds of conflicts of that sort.  

However, when one comes to the point of death and when God deals with the person 

and strikes his hip socket as He did with Jacob13, one surrenders everything and is able 

to tell God: ‘not what I want, but what you want’14. After Jacob was struck on the socket 

of his hip, Jacob surrendered to God. Therefore, God told Jacob: ‘your name will be a 

name of blessing, you will be called Israel not Jacob’.  

When one reaches the point of dying with Christ, one surrenders everything and is able 

to say: ‘not what I want Lord, but what You want; I now know that Your choices satisfy 

my heart; I trust that Your will is perfect; I obey You with an ‘undivided heart and a 

willing soul’15.  

In fact, when one reaches the point of death, even without noticing, he will actually have 

crossed a big barrier in the way of entering his land of rest. 

The river that separates the person from his land of rest is in fact a divine call telling the 

person: ‘die to your ego and self; die with Christ; let Christ live in you so that you may be 

led by the Holy Spirit and not led by your ego.’ The river is the divine call telling me to 

die to myself and to have absolute trust in God.  

Yet, this is not everything. There are still the walls. The walls are the divine call to faith 

and to living a life of faith. It is not what I see that matters, but what I trust is what 

                                                           
12 Of course the final rest is in heaven; but there is a foretaste of rest on earth and this refers to the 
steadfastness in Christ, lack of fluctuations, spiritual victory, and reaching the goals. 
13 Genesis 32:25 
14 Luke.22:42b 
15 1Chronicles  28:9 



 

 copyright © www.ShineInternational.org / All rights reserved| Page 25 of 29 
 

matters; not the temporary things that matter, but the eternal; not the material things 

that matter, but the things of the spiritual realm. 

The walls cry out saying: ‘it is impossible’.  However, God ridiculed the walls and so the 

walls did not fall by any weapon, but by a cry of praise.  

We are victorious.  

How?  

God is in our midst and He is powerful and so we have conquered and possessed the 

land. 

 But, you have not possessed it yet?!  

No, faith says that we have possessed it. 

Walking 7 times around the walls signifies the walk of faith that is victorious and that 

praises, after which the walls fall.  

The wall is a divine call telling me to ridicule the impossibilities because ‘with God 

nothing is impossible’16: ‘Is anything too hard for the Lord?’ 17 

The wall means that God ‘will make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on 

my high hills’ (Habakkuk 3: 19). 

The wall is the challenge that allows the faith to grow; hence, miracles happen. After 

that, one would be able to complete all what is required of him. 

We now understand that there are two truths that man needs to be trained in:  

- To complete the process of dying with Christ   

- To grow in faith and in obeying God 

After that, one can enter the land of Promise.  

Why is that?  

It is because the Land of Promise is a land of accomplishments.  
                                                           
16 Luke 1:37 
17 Genesis 18:14 
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In this land, God will say: ‘my son, do so and so.’  

I may say: ‘Lord, how can I do it?’  

God would say: ‘you have already learned the lesson from the walls and your faith had 

grown.’  

Then, at another time, God says: ‘my son, do so and so.’  

I may say: ‘Lord, but I desire to do something different.’  

God would say: ‘not any more, you have already died to your desires because you now 

know that what I will do for you will satisfy all your desires; what you think you desire is 

deceptive, but if you trust Me, I am able to satisfy you truly, not only satisfy your spirit, but 

also your soul, your mind, your body, and your whole being.’ 

This is the main idea of the book of Joshua. It is the book of promise; the book of 

entering the land of rest and purposes. Yet, the true entrance into the land of rest and 

purposes, requires crossing through 2 divine calls; or in other words, coming across 2 

problems and hearing and obeying 2 divine calls; namely, die to yourself and trust God.  

When I learn to die to myself and trust God, I will enter into the rest; be led in the divine 

obedience; and become a man of faith who listens to God, obeys God, and fulfils the will 

of God.  

This is the story of the first 5 books of Scripture and the book of Joshua being linked to 

them. God brought the people out of the land of slavery and made then enter the land of 

rest so that they can fulfil His will. 

One final point to highlight in this context: 

At the beginning of the talk we said that God had a plan to select a small nation and 

bless them and then this nation of God would teach the whole earth about God.  

How was this fulfilled in these books of Scripture and this story?  

God’s people have finally reached the land of promise.  

How will they influence the rest of the earth? How will they fulfil God’s plan?  
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We can deduct the answer to this point from the second half of the book of Joshua.  

The first part of the book talks about entering the Promised Land; while, the second half 

of the book talks about dividing/distributing the land.  

After the people of Israel entered the land, Joshua told them that the land will be divided 

and distributed to the tribes. The distribution was by lot. Each tribe took their allocated 

land and then Joshua told them that each tribe needs to work in their allocated land; 

God requests from them the purpose/aim which is to proclaim Him to the whole earth.  

How can this purpose be achieved? 

After the land was distributed, it was discovered that part of it was coastal, part was 

agricultural, and part was in the mountains.  

What does this indicate and what is its value in this context? 

In fact, this means that the divine distribution and allocation of land took in 

consideration the gifts and talents of each tribe. 

For example, God knew that the tribe of Naphtali are rich in sailing abilities; and so He 

allocated to them the coast. If you ask anyone of them what he would like to do best, 

they would tell you that their great grandfathers were all shipmen; and so, they would 

like to build ships and nets, go fishing and journey in the sea.  

What is the value of this in relation to God’s plan?  

Actually, when this tribe sails and crosses different places, all the nations and 

inhabitants that see them would say: ‘the ships of these people called Naphtali, those 

Hebrew people, are different from any other ships; catastrophes never happen to them. 

Their fishing is different from any other fishing; theirs is full of blessing. Their journeys are 

different from any other journeys; theirs are always full of joy, peace, and blessing. What is 

their secret? This does not happen to us! Our ships get broken and lost; catastrophes 

happen a lot; and we lose.’ 

So, this nation would ask the people of Naphtali: ‘What is your secret? Why are things 

different with you?’  

The tribe of Naphtali would tell them: ‘Jehovah is in our midst; He is our King.’ 
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So, this nation would ask: ‘Who is Jehovah?’ 

The tribe of Naphtali would reply: ‘He is the God whom we know and worship.’ 

The tribe of Naphtali would then relate their whole story to this nation who would in 

turn be amazed, wondering if there was a God who can make a way in the Red Sea, send 

manna from heaven, and do all those wonders. The nation would want to know more 

about this God and then they would say: ‘we want to know this God and worship Him in 

the same way you do.’ 

This is the story of one of the tribes. The same happened with each tribe.  

Another tribe gets an agricultural land. The crops of this tribe are blessed and different 

from the crops of the nation next to them.  

So, this nation would ask them: ‘What did you do? Why are your crops different? Did you 

use a special material for the soil?’  

This tribe would reply: ‘No, we did nothing different; but, Jehovah is in our midst. As we 

work in the land, we praise and sing hymns and the statutes of God.’  

The nation would ask: ‘Who is Jehovah?’  

This tribe would tell them the story of God’s hand and wonders with them. The story 

keeps spreading from one agricultural nation to the next.  

Usually, it is easier to reach people through their area of preoccupation. So, people 

working in agriculture are preoccupied with sowing, the soil, and the crops. This is the 

entrance to them. God knows the entrance to each person which would bring them into 

His net! The people would be amazed by this God they hear about and would desire to 

worship Him. When this nation worships God, the blessing comes to their land and soil 

which is next to another heathen nation. This other nation would also be amazed and 

ask for the secret. By this, the divine calling would start to spread as if in an infectious 

way. God desires that His love would spread and go out to all in a spontaneous manner; 

in the form of a life that flows, joy that spreads, and a blessing that extends. 

The same happens with the tribe that has a land on the mountains and who shepherd 

the sheep. The other nations will look and be astonished by their sheep and the quality 
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of the milk of their sheep. They would again wonder why this tribe is different and ask 

about their secret. This tribe would tell them: ‘our secret is Jehovah; He blesses us. We 

keep His law and commandments and when we obey Him, He blesses our life and 

everything we have.’ They would tell them the words of Deuteronomy which they know 

quite well. 

The bible tells us that God’s people, in the days of Joshua and the elders who followed 

Joshua, kept the commandments of God very well and were a great nation18. Therefore, 

they were a living testimony on earth. God was able to fulfil His first purpose through 

them. This was going to spread to the whole earth and the whole earth would have 

known Jehovah if it were not for the enemy who was very alert seeking an opportunity 

to hinder the divine plans, thinking that he can possibly frustrate them.  

In fact, God’s plans can never be frustrated; yet, they can be hindered.  If they are 

hindered, they are then corrected in a richer way.  

Actually, God’s plan was hindered due to the deterioration of the people in the days of 

the Judges; each of them did as they pleased19; God was absent from their midst; and 

they even called their capital: Bochim which means a place of weeping and crying20. 

Their joy was replaced by tears because God was absent from their midst.  

God then chastened them and worked in their midst so that they would seek Him again. 

They went on from waking up and then forgetting God again until they reached the time 

when the Kingdom was established (the books of Samuel).  

+ 

 

                                                           
18 Joshua 24:31 
19 Judges.21:25 
20 Judges 2: 1 – 5  


